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illustrated. 1892 edition. Excerpt: . . . as impossible. 45 He often controverts the doctrine of Epikuros. But in the
scientific study of man he is the pioneer of the somatic method. In the sphere of phenomena, or, as it is
expressed in his phrase, when we deal with the secondary causes, which alone are accessible to man, we find
intellectual functions everywhere dependent upon organisation, and sensation is the basis of thought and
action. To the demonstration of this connexion his work is devoted, and his readers and disciples naturally keep
to the heart of his theme, to the aim and matter of his work, without troubling themselves much with any
introductory or casual expressions of a philosophic character. Since Cabanis, therefore, the resolution of
mental functions into the activity of the nervous system has kept its ground in physiology, whatever individual
physiologists may have thought as to the ultimate grounds of all things. It belongs to the nature of the special
sciences that subjectmatter and method go from step to step, while the philosophical background is constantly
changing, if indeed it exists at all. The mass of men hold fast to the comparatively constant factor, and regard
as justified only what is obvious, useful, and practical. In this way there must necessarily be developed from the
study of the special sciences--so long as philosophy is not in a position to assert its counter-influence amongst
all educated men--an ever new Materialism, which is perhaps only the more obstinate the less...
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