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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Letters of John Minor Botts, of Virginia, on the
Nebraska Question To the Editors of the National Intelligencer: It is my misfortune once again to find myself in a
situation which obliges me to take part against many of my best personal and political friends, and upon a
subject, and under circumstances that, feeling and believing as I do, it would be criminal on my part to be
silent; and, however much I may regret the occasion and the necessity, I must appeal to you, as national men,
and conductors of a truly national paper, to allow me the privilege of addressing a few reflections to the people
of the South through your columns on a subject of the gravest consequence to their interests. I mean the
Nebraska bill, now pending before the Senate, which, from all we can now see, is likely to become a law without
a word against it from the South, and by which it is proposed to repeal or declare inoperative the Missouri
Compromise of thirty-four years standing and acquiescence in by all parts and parties of the country. It is true I
have little now to do with politics, and I am not in position to give influence and currency to what I may say. I
have no Congressional seat from which I can speak by authority, but my interest in the settlement of this
question as a citizen, and my regard for the welfare of the country is none the less on that account. AKer the
most careful examination of this portentous question, I am satisfied that it is the most mischievous and
pernicious measure that has ever...
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