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indexed. Not illustrated. 1885 edition. Excerpt: .be rendered. But again there are many cases where undoubted
benefit can be given. From what has been said, it is clearly seen how important it is that treatment should be
continued in acute cases for some time aHer the suIering is relieved. By the use of remedies the retrograde
process is materially assisted, and by the frequent use of the air bag, the tube is kept open, and the tympanic
cavity supplied with air. The use of the pneumatic speculum also serves to assist, by exercising the membrana
tympani, and the chain of bones, preventing the formation of contractile false bands, and pseudo anchylosis of
the ossicular joints. The use of these two instruments is also important in the treatment of the chronic forms.
Most of these are progressive, and the persistent inflation of the drum, and the exercise of the membrane serves
to retard its progress, and at least prevent the case from becoming worse. In some cases it is of very decided
benefit. Applications to the eustachian tube and cavity of the tympanum are quite generally used by the old
school, and by some of the Homoeopathic school. Dr. Winslow expresses himself emphatically in their favor. For
myself I rarely use them, and they are not commonly applied by my colleagues either in hospital or private
practice. I believe, with rare exceptions, we can accomplish by internal medication wonderful changes in the
pathological conditions of the middle ear. For the benefit of...
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