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Print on Demand *****.Congress on September 26 voted to
extend the program of Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families (TANF) through December 31, 2002. This provision,
which continues TANF at FY2002 spending levels, is included in
H.J.Res. 111, a continuing resolution to finance other
government operations only through October 4. The resolution
passed the House on Thursday night, and the Senate, by
unanimous consent, deemed the measure cleared for the
President upon delivery from the House. The 3-month TANF
extension defers action on a longer term reauthorization.
Pending are two bills to continue TANF for 5 years on different
terms: H.R. 4737, as passed by the House in May, and H.R. 4737,
as approved by the Senate Finance Committee in June. The
House bill embodies concepts proposed by President Bush in
February, including a 40 hour work week for adults. The Senate
Committee version of H.R. 4737 maintains the current 30 hour
week, but enlarges the list of countable activities. President
Bush has charged that the Senate bill is a retreat from success,
with many work loopholes. The House passed its bill...
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